
The Battle of the Little Bighorn 

(Custer's Last Stand) 

                      June 25, 1876                       

 

            On June 25, 1876, Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer and the 
7th Cavalry battled against Lakota Sioux and Northern Cheyenne Indians.  Custer 
originally wanted to attack them after reinforcements arrive at the mouth of the 
Little Big Horn River, but Chief Sitting Bull was sighted nearby.  So they attacked. 

            General Custer wanted to attack the Indian Camp from three sides, but 
Chief Sitting Bull was ready.  When the first two groups led by Captain Benteen 
and Major Reno, and were forced to retreat to one side of the river were they 
tried to fight them off for as long as they could. 

            Unfortunately Custer was not as lucky and was surrounded by Indians and 
was all killed more than 200 soldiers in less than an hour. 

Bloody News from the Soux (sic) Campaign 

            Salt Lake, Utah, July 5th. 

A special correspondent of the Helena (Montana) Herald, writes from Stillwater, 
Montana, July 2nd: 

            M. Tayler, scout for General Gibbon, got here last night direct from Little 
Horn river.  General Custar found the Indian village of about two thousand lodges, 
on the Little Horn, and immediately attacked the camp.  Custar took five 
companies and charged the thickest portion of the camp.  Nothing is known of the 
operations of this detachment only as they trace it by the dead.  Major Reno 
commanded the other seven companies; and attacked the lower portion of the 
camp.  The Indians poured in a murderous fire from all directions; besides the 
greater portion fought on horseback. 

            Custer, his two brothers, nephew and brother-in-law, were all killed, and 
not one of his detachment escaped.  Two hundred and seven men were buried in 



one place, and the killed is estimated at over three hundred, with only 31 
wounded.  The Indians surrounded Reno’s command, and held them one day in 
the Hills deprived of water, until Gibon’s command came in sight when they broke 
camp and left.  The Seventh fought like tigers and were overcome by mere brute 
force.  The Indian loss cannot be estimated as they bore off and cached most their 
killed.  The Remnant of the Seventh Cavalry and Gibon’s command are returning 
to the mouth of the Little Horn, where the steamboat lies.  The Indians got all the 
arms of the killed soldiers. 

             There were seventeen commissioned officers killed.  The whole of the 
Custer family was killed at the head of the column. 

            The exact loss is 315 killed.  The Indian camp was from three to four miles 
long, and was twenty miles up the Little Horn, from its mouth.  The Indians 
actually pulled men off their horses in some instances.  

            The above is confirmed by other letters which state that Custer met with a 
fearful disaster. 



      

 

  



                          

  George Armstrong Custer                                                 Sitting Bull                        
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